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Slow road to recovery 


Getting back to work 


The number of 
unemployed 
Americans over the 
age of 20 rose through 
2010, but has slowly 
subsided over the last 
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Unemployed 
men 


_ Unemployed 
women 


Measured in millions 


Reports show the 
U.S. economy is on a 
slow incline. 


By TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writer 


Despite all the hul- 
labaloo surrounding the 
US. economy, the state 
of commerce 

seems to be 
slowly making 
a comeback. 
California 
has also made 
advance- 
ments to the state’s job 
market. There has been a 
460,000 job increase and many 
counties have opted to raise min- 
imum wage to $15 by 2020. Logging 
and mining were the only sectors on 
the decline, because of plummeting 
energy prices. 
Although retail sales barely crept 
upward by the end of 2015, consumer 
spending was at its strongest since the 
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Great Recession, according to the Re- 
gional Intelligence Report released by 
Cal State Long Beach last week. 

According to the report, last year 
saw-a record high in automobile pur- 
chases. Coupled with low gas prices 
and reduced interest rates on auto 
loans, the auto industry saw an 8.5 per- 
cent growth rate in the third quarter 
from that of 2014. Construction is on 
the rise and 50,000 jobs were added to 
the manufacturing sector. 

Long Beach ports also saw lows in 
both imports and exports, but the to- 
tal number of containers throughout at 
the port was up 6.1 percent in the first 
quarter of 2016, according the Region- 
al Intelligence Report. 

Compared to Los Angeles County, 
Long Beach’s unemployment rate still 
resides 5 percent below the pre-reces- 
sion peak in March 2008. 

Single-family home values and 
apartment rents rose significantly, with 
home sales valued at $530,300 during 
the fourth quarter 2015. 

According to the report, “from the 
fourth quarter of 2014 to the fourth 
quarter of 2015, the average apartment 
rent grew by 4.7 percent in East Long 
Beach, by 3.3 percent in West Long 
Beach, and by 2.9 percent in North 
Long Beach” 

Although it may seem like a slow 
incline, the report suggests that “some- 
times it pays to be a tortoise—particu- 
larly when that ‘tortoise’ offers the rel- 
atively high quality of life that so many 
Americans enjoy.’ 


Fashion and design for the love of Bowie 


CSULB fashion 
merchandising and 
design students will pay 
homage to a fashion 
legend. 


By NATALIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Writer 


In the largest student-run fashion 
show on the West Coast, Cal State Long 
Beach students will pay tribute to fash- 
ion icon David Bowie this Friday. 

The Fashion Merchandising and 
Design Department will present their 
28th Annual Campus Couture Fashion 
Show, demonstrating students’ different 
and uniquely flared fashion collections. 

Campus Couture was established in 


Gree Draz | Dairy 49ER Fite PHoro 2015 


The 27th Annual Campus Couture Fashion Show featured a variety of 
designers and is the largest student-run fashion show on the West Coast. 


1988 with a mission is to showcase the 
commitment and creativity of student 


designers throughout the program. 
“We use the show to showcase the 


senior and junior designers so we can 
push them into the fashion industry, 
and we try to make that transition from 


- students to professionals so we can be 


prepared and experienced for the taste 
of the fashion industry before we grad- 
uate, said Jasmin Garcia, senior and 
head coordinator of the event. “We 
would like to also have exposure for our 
junior and sophomore designers as well 
in our event.’ 

According to Garcia, the show con- 
sists of 20 senior designers, 13 junior 
designers and five sophomores and 
includes some students who are trans- 
ferring from community college for the 
fall 2016 school year. 

Olivia Tram Le, senior and produc- 
tion coordinator of Campus Couture, 
said the show will contain vari- 
ous unique looks from the stu- 
dent collections. 


“This year the show will have 150 
looks including the senior, junior and 
sophomore designers, which is quite 
long for a fashion show,’ Le said. “The 
cool thing about it is that every design- 
er is free to choose their own aesthetic 
and what they want their design to look 
like? 

The fashion show contains a wide 
range of styles and collections from 
wedding gowns to men’s apparel. 

Donors and sponsors contribute to 
the show’s funding by making purchas; 
es such as jewelry, shoes and accesso- 
ries that the designers will be able to 
showcase within their collections. 

The collections can have anywhere 
from five to 10 looks depending if the 
garment gets a passing grade. This year 
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One of the new drought tolerant plants at California State University, Long Beach. 


The claim to sustain 


CSULB has signed the 
Climate Commitment 
to extend the push 

to make the campus 
more environmentally 
friendly. 


By Lisa WILLISTON 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach became a Char- 
ter Signatory to the Climate Leadership 


Commitment-Thursday~by “pledging to-"™ 


have a more environmentally conscious 
and sustainable campus. 

CSULB.will.be-responsible-for keep=- 
ing public records of climate target goals 
and their progress, all while incorporat- 
ing sustainability into the university’s 
curriculum. 
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“CSULB has a long history of sus- 
tainability and I am pleased we are 
joining universities across the nation 
in this important commitment to mak- 
ing our.world a better place,” President 
Jane Close Conoley said in a statement. 
“There is still much to be done, and by 
becoming signatories to the Climate 
Commitment, we are pledging to con- 
tinue our work and communicate our 
progress as a campus and a community.” 

Established in Boston, the Climate 
Leadership Commitments are part of a 
program run by the nonprofit Second 
Nature, an organization that uses its 
contracted commitments to keep high- 


~er education” institutions “accountable 
in matters of climate sustainability and 
progress. 

The Climate Commitment combines 
the Carbon Commitment and Resilience 
Commitment that pushes for reducing 
the emission of greenhouse gases and 
creating buildings that incorporate cli- 
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mate adaptation into their structure res-__ 


toration respectively. 

A recent study from the University 
of New Hampshire found that Carbon 
Commitment participants were using 
47 percent less carbon emissions from 
purchased energy than other campuses 
not associated with the Climate Com- 
mitments, but still working toward sus- 
tainability solutions. 

Currently, CSULB’s campus has eight 
Leadership in Energy and Environmen- 
tal Design-certified facilities, which 
focus on renovating buildings to create 
sustainable landscapes and energy effi- 
cient power sources. 


“~The campus has also implemented ~~~ 


a water action plan, which has reduced 
the university's water usage by millions 
of gallons. CSULB has installed low- 
flow showerheads and urinals and plans 
on continuing its water conservation by 
converting 90,000 square feet of its land- 
scape into drought resistant lawns. 
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senior student designer and coordinating team member Ni- 
cole Azevedo will be showcasing 10 different looks. 

Le mentioned that this year, the fashion show will have dif- 
ferent and a wide range of guests. d 

“We are hoping to have more exposure for our fashion show 
this year through the industry of professionals and bloggers 
which is something that we are doing differently this year,’ Le 
said. “The show will welcome about 30 bloggers which we are 
excited and look forward to it” 

The program invites fashion students from community col- 
leges within the community to take part in the event. 

Le stated that the fashion show will have roughly 100 mod- 
els — both men and women of which 90 percent are student 
models and 10 percent are professionals — who will contribute 
to the event. 

One of the judges who will participate in the fashion show 
is Ken Alcazar, media and designer relations manager of Style 
Fashion Week, who is giving an award to the winning designer 
— a spot in the Paris Style Fashion Week. 

Profit from the event will be used to support next year’s 
fashion show including the purchase of materials for the fash- 
ion merchandising and design program. 

The 28th Annual Campus Couture Fashion Show will be 


held at the Richard and Karen Carpenter Performing Arts 
Center at CSULB May 6 at 7 p.m. Tickets will be sold for $20 
outside of the center. 
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By JASON ENNS 
Staff Writer 


Here’s what the candidates have to say on same-sex marriage. This article is part of a weekly series informing students of where 
candidates stand on the issues for the 2016 presidential elections. 


TPE DEMOGhADS ORE REPUBLIGHNS 


Hillary Clinton 


Hillary Clinton, D, has 
said that she supports 
same-sex marriage both 
personally and as a matter 
of policy and law. She has, 
however, experienced 
scrutiny for her husband's support of the 
Defense of Marriage Act during his pres- 
idency, but claims the “90s were a less 
progressive time and that she has since 
then had a change of heart on the issue. 


“We are living at a time when this ex- 
traordinary change is occurring and I'm 
proud of our country, but that was not 
the case [during the Clinton presidency]. 
I think that we have all evolved, and it’s 
been one of the fastest, most sweeping 
transformations that I'm aware of.” 
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Bernie Sanders 


Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 

has been a long time 
supporter of the LGBT 
community. The Human 
Rights Campaign gave 
Sanders a rating of 100 
lee in support of LGBT rights. He 
has voted against banning gay adoptions 
in Washington D.C., an amendment 
banning same-sex marriage and defining 
marriage as being only between a man 
and a woman. 


“Now, you know, we have religious 
freedom. And I respect people who 
have different points of view. But my 
view is that people have a right to love 
each other, regardless of one’s sexual 
orientation. I voted against the DOMA 
act, the so-called Defense of Marriage 
Act, way back in 1996 that was signed 
by President Clinton, because I think, if 
people are in love, they should be able to 
get married in this country in 50 states 
in America. And I strongly support 
what the Supreme Court recently said 
[striking down DOMA]? 


Donald Trump 


Donald Trump, R, has 
been openly opposed to 
same-sex marriage, claim- 
; .. ing near the beginning of 
~“~y" his campaign that, though 
“his stance on the issue 
wasnt “fully formed; he would say no 
to gay marriage and civil benefits. He is 
in support of the state’s right to decide 
on gay-marriage laws, but has little faith 


_that the Supreme Court ruling will be 


overturned, 


“Some people have hopes of passing 
amendments, but it’s not going to hap- 
pen. Congress can't pass simple things, 
let alone that. So anybody that’s making 
that an issue is doing it for political rea- 
sons. The Supreme Court ruled on it?” 


Source: ALL INFORMATION COMES FROM ONTHEISSUES.ORG, 


Ted Cruz 


Ted Cruz, R-Texas, iswas 
adamantly opposed to 
the Supreme Court's 
ruling legalizing same-sex 
“marriage in all 50'states, 
AS. claiming the ruling in- 
fringed on states’ rights. Sen. Cruz, along 
with other more conservative members 
of the Republican party, have aggres- 
sively emphasized their opposition to 
same-sex marriage. Cruz said advocates 
of traditional marriage should “fall to 
[their] knees and pray” against a court 
decision legalizing same-sex marriage. 


“We had two decisions of the Supreme 
Court where they ignored the text of 
federal law. They rewrote ObamaCare, 
forcing that failed law on millions of 
Americans, and then the next day, five 
justices disregarded the text of the Con- 
stitution and purported to strike down 
the marriage laws of all 50 states.’ 


John Kasich 


i John Kasich 
.', John Kasich, R, has said 
“/ he believes in traditional 
sx. ° i! marriage. He was one of 
>» the original defendants in 
the Obergefell v. Hodges 
case, a lawsuit against the 
state because of its refusal to recognize 
same-sex marriage on death certificates, 
resulting in the Supreme Court ruling le- 
galizing same-sex marriage nationwide. 
He has since then taken a more progres- 
sive stance pushing for acceptance of the 
court’ decision and saying. 


“J do believe in traditional marriage, but 
the court has ruled and it’s time to move 
on. I think everybody needs to take a 
deep breath to see how this evolves. But I 
know this, religious institutions, religious 
entities--you know, like the Catholic 
church--they need to be honored as 
well. I think there's an ability to strike a 
balance” 
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An increase in the Student Health 


Center fee is being proposed that 


would raise the fee from its current 


$90 per year to $150 per year over a 
two-year period beginning in Spring 


2017. In addition, the Student Health 


from $6 to $10 per year. 


Center’s facility fee will also increase 
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A video game film best left for the bargain bin 


“Ratchet & Clank” 
missteps its telling of 
a generic space-saga 
story. 


By Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


Iconic Playstation franchise Ratchet 
& Clank blasts its way onto the silver 
screen in order to encapsulate both old 
and new fans alike. Unlike past video 
game films, this has the full backing of 
the game’s creative studio, Insomniac 
Games, helping out in its creative pro- 
cess. Can this video game film finally 
break the trend of terrible game adap- 
tations in the last ten years? 

When I was a nine-year-old playing 
Ratchet & Clank on the Playstation 2, 
I said to myself, “This could make a 
great film.” This resonated with me as I 
continue to play each game in the fran- 
chise and even bothering to play one 
installment for 36 hours straight. To- 
day, when I watched Ratchet & Clank 
in the movie theater as a 23-year-old, I 
said to myself, “This is a terrible film.” 

The story follows the first. game’s 
plotline albeit with major changes 
such as character motivations, new 
and old characters appearing; and a 
slight story change with a possible set- 
up for a sequel. Except the issue here is 
that the production team thinks it will 
get a sequel. 

Outcast and the supposed last 
member of his Lombax species, Ratch- 
et (voiced by James Arnold Taylor 
from the games) dreams of long being 
a hero alongside the Galactic Rang- 
ers (Bella Thorne, Rosario Dawson, 


A still from “Ratchet and Clank.” 


Vincent Tong, and Jim Ward; latter 
of whom is also from the games). He 
luckily gets that chance by going on a 
Star Wars-like journey where he needs 
to stop Chairman Drek (Paul Gia- 
matti) from destroying uninhabited 
planets so he could form his own one. 
Joining Ratchet in his adventures is 
defect warbot Clank (David Kaye, also 
reprising his role from the games), but 
he is more so placed on the sidelines 
rather than fully being a great sidekick 
forthe hero:Drek is joined ‘by: mad 
scientist Doctor Nefarious (Armin 
Shimerman also from the games) and 
henchbot Victor Von Ion (Sylvester 
Stallone), whose only goal in his life is 
to destroy Clank. 

While I was more than thankful 
that many of the original actors reprise 
their original roles from the game se- 
ries, the addition of Hollywood ce- 
lebrities such as Paul Giamatti, John 
Goodman, and Sylvester Stallone 
makes the film feel like it’s shoehorn- 
ing in these stars in order to generate 
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Directors: Kevin 


Munroe, Jericca 
Cleland 
Rating: PG 


me 


a buzz. However, while Ratchet and 
Clank are the film’s main focus, the 
the big name actors don’t fully utilize 
their short roles, so it comes across as 
a waste of their talents. Apart from not 
utilizing great talents, I found James 
Arnold Taylor’s portrayal of Ratchet to 
lack some emotion during more tense 
scenes. 

The film was written by former In- 
somniac Games writer, T.J. Fixman, 
who also wrote for the Ratchet & Clank 
Future games. His inexperience with 
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films shows, as I found myself laugh- 
ing every 30 minutes in a 90-minute 
film. Some character motivations ar- 
en’t fully developed or cleverly set up. 
While Ratchet’s and Drek’s were clear, 
Nefarious and Qwark’s goals became 
a confusing mess and could have used 
more scenes or expository dialogue to 
help set up their ambitions. : 
Ratchet & Clank was made by Block- 
ade Entertainment and Rainmaker 
Entertainment, the latter of which is 


~ the-studio ‘responsible for the ReBoot 


series and several straight-to-DVD 
films. Rainmaker proves that despite 
moving to the big screen, their film 
still can’t meet the aesthetic standard 
of its competing CG-animated films 
coming from Pixar, Illumination, and 
Dreamworks. There are a lack of detail 
or background props that brings each 
scene less than alive in an otherwise 
colorful franchise. In fact, Ratchet 
& Clank feels like exactly watching a 
straight-to-DVD film,, with the minor 
exception that most of the film’s $20 


million budget went toward hiring big 
name Hollywood actors. 

There are also some Playstation ref- 
erences which help to resonate well 
with the older audience who grew up 
playing games, but the kids will won- 
der why that 23-year-old man is excit- 
edly ecstatic at a certain scene. Outside 
of that realm of referencing other Play- 
station products, it makes no discern- 
able sense other than the film winking 
at the older audience to remind them 
that the film is very much a Playstation 
flick. 

Past video game films aren’t gen- 
erally liked by critics and game fans 
alike as it officially doesn’t have the 
game studio’s creative decisions when 
the publishing studio signs away the 
rights. There hasn’t been any sort 
of game adapted film that has also 
stayed true to the series, which RaTo- 
day the cinema is seeing a resurgence 
of films from Warcraft, Assassin’s 
Creed, Angry Birds, and Minecraft. 
While the concept of creative control 
finally seems exciting for game fans, 
the Ratchet & Clank films shows that 
even with the decisions handled by 
the game studio, a video game film 
can’t move out from mediocrity. That 
doesn’t mean later video game films 
will all be terrible, but this left a sour 
taste in my mouth and makes me more 
cautious of future films. 

Does it break the terrible video 


game adaptation curse? No. Not by 


a long shot. Does it keep true to the 
games though? Yes, but even for the 
old video game fans who grew up with 
the franchise and disliked the film for 
how it was portrayed, that’s how it is: 
They grew up. Kids would enjoy the 
film regardless of the quality. Even as 
I walked out of the theater, I found 
that some kids were reciting lines from 
Doctor Nefarious and one little girl 
wanted to be the butt-kicking Ratchet. 
Maybe it’s best to leave most of the 
series’ quality within the games. 
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Finding answers for ‘Finding Dory’ 


Pixar director and 
producer answer 


questions about the big 
blue fish. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


Pixar’s “Finding Nemo” introduced 
the deep blue sea to audiences every- 
where — and now, Pixar will be (re) 
introducing a different kind of “deep 
blue” in a totally different way. 

Crashing into. theaters this June, 
Pixar’s “Finding Dory” will release 
on June 17, bringing with it familiar 
childhood characters such as over- 
stressed Clownfish and amnesiac Blue 
Tangs. Director Andrew Stanton and 
producer Lindsey Collins exchanged 
responses and answered questions 
about the production of “Finding 
Dory” in a college conference call. 


I was just wondering what was it like 
returning to this world? Especially 
knowing how big the impact the first 
one made on so many people. 

Andrew Stanton: Um, the funny 
thing is that we go off and we make 
other movies that take like four years 
each, and we just kind of forget how 
much time has passed, so it took me 
a while, I think, once I was actually 
starting to make it, about 2012, I think 
we were a good six months maybe a 
year or two before I realized, wait a 
minute, all the people that liked this 
movie are 13 years older and they’re 
probably in college now or they're 
parents, and it didn’t dawn on me that 
like wow, it’s gonna be a whole differ- 
ent class of an audience coming to this 
movie. 

Lindsey Collins: I think we defi- 
nitely feel like, you know, it’s the bur- 
den of responsibility to make sure that 


Apply today for 
the Fall 2016 


Semester 


EXTRA! EXTRA! 


The Daily 49er needs a new 
newspaper carrier. 


Must be willing to work early mornings. 
Must have a California driver’s license. 
Contact beverly.munson@csulb.edu 
for more information. 


this movie is worthy of “Nemo” and 
certainly we go in with those goals 
on any film, but this one in particu- 
lar, you know, I think we're obviously 
having 13 years go by. There’s a lot of 
thought as to whether or not the sto- 
ry feels like it needs to be told. And 
I feel like that was something that we 
kind of looked at each other and de- 
cided before we even mentioned that 
Andrew had an idea. 

It was more of like we made sure 
that it felt worthy before we were will- 
ing to talk about to anybody, so... 

Andrew Stanton:In other words, 
we knew how hard it was like to’ make 
the first one, and four years of work, 
you have to make sure it’s something 
that you love telling so much that you, 
even when it’s not working on year 
three, you're still gonna get out of bed 
and work on it. So we had to make 
sure that this idea was the same. 


Well, will we be meeting any new 
characters in Finding Dory? 

Andrew Stanton: Yes! _ You'll be 
meeting a lot [LAUGHS], a whole 
slew, um, ‘cause that’s half the fun. The 
ocean is a huge place. There’s so many 
other species. There’s so many other 
locations it’s kind of almost infinite. 
The hard part was kind of pairing it 
down to what would be our favorite 
types of species to have, but probably 
uf main oné that maybe people’ have 
now seen in the trailers and photos of 
is Hank, the octopus, which is a kind 
of a creature that we could have never 
done in the first movie. Ah, but now, 
technology will let us. He still almost 
broke the bank and we got a Beluga 
Whale, Bailey. We've got Destiny the 
whale shark. We've got a lot of natu- 
ral sea life that’s around the California 
coast. You've got Sea Lions, your Ot- 
ters, your loons, so even though we're 
going back to a lot of familiar charac- 
ters, we've really broadened the glos- 


sary. 


I was just wondering, you mentioned 
before about how you'll probably be 
approaching a sequel 13 years after 
the originally made Finding Nemo, 
but what were the biggest challeng- 
es or opportunities that you saw 
in approaching this film? 

And did you target it 

towards students 
that would 
have seen 

it, you 
know, 

when 

they 


were little? 
Did you target it 
towards them, or are 
you keeping it sort vague, 
sort of G-rated and sort of... 
Andrew Stanton:So the truth is, 
I can only speak for myself, but I’ve 
never targeted for anybody. I’ve just 
written things that I would want to see 
and I think I’m just immature enough 
that it allows all ages. But, I really 
respect when I’m listening to mu- 
sic or see artwork or reading a book 
from another artist, I don’t necessar- 
ily want them to second guess what 
I want. I’m more interested in what 
their take is, what they’re looking for 
and if they introduce stuff that I would 
have never thought of. So I want to be 


respectful the same way back and just 
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do something that I would just find 
really enjoyable to me and.a lot of my 
peers that I work with. And we're our 
own toughest audience. We figure if 
we can get past us, then there’s a good 
chance other people will like it. But as 
far as challenges for like 13 years later, 
I think I underes- 

timated 


how 


dif- 

ficult 

Dory is to write 

for. She was billed to be a support- 

ing character, to.make the other .peo- 

ple look good, and-putting her in the 

spotlight and making her the main 

character with short term. memory 

loss proved to be very difficult, very 

difficult, to write for. And I started to 

hate the person that came up with her, 
which was me. 


What do you believe is in store for 
Pixar after this sequel, I mean, the 
Toy Story sequels and The Incredi- 
bles? 


Andrew Stanton: Well I think it’s 
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really hard to say. I mean, I’m al- 

ways aware of sort of thinking about 

the next five, six years down the line, 

but as far as like dnything wider than 

that, I know we're a little boring in 

the sense that we're not trying to 

break new ground technology wise, 

but story wise, we're always trying to 

surprise ourselves. I guess what’s been 

fascinating for me is now that we've 

grown larger and we put a larger pool 

of talent that’s coming up with movies 

and there’s so much more animation 

out there in world, and has been for 

at least the last 10 or 15 years, I 

spend a lot of my time thinking 

what is left to say in animation, 

what is left to see. And I’m al- 

ways pleasantly surprised, not 

by just other animated mov- 

ies but, what in-house people 

come up with. I go my gosh, I 

didn’t even think of that, and 

I think that’s part of what I 

love about it, is just the surprise 

factor that, that I can’t predict 

what’s gonna come next, but all 

I hope and know is when it comes 

out of Pixar, that we'll try our darnd- 

est to make it as engaging of a story 

as all the other ones. But hopefully 

everything else breaks the rule books. 

But there's no big strategy. I mean, I 

hate to say it, but there’s nobody really 

flying the flame. We're sort of making 
it up.as.we go along. 


Are we going to see hints to the future 
Pixar projects in Finding Dory? 

Lindsey Collins: You will. You 
will, we always try to do something 
from the film that’s gonna come out 
after, so you will definitely see them in 
the film. You’re going to have to look 
hard, but you'll see it - another thing 
I’m gonna tell you guys that we hav- 
en't said before, so this is a breaking 
news, make sure you stay through the 
credits. 
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Dear Sweeipke® ret 


GG Dear Sweetbeard, 


Once, in elementary 
school, a classmate of mine 
drank an entire botile of 
bubble soap. Some friends of 
mine later found him rolling 
on the ground feeling sick. 
I’m still not over it, ’m not 
sure where he is now and 
Ive never been able to go 
near a bottle of bubble soap 
since. What do I do? 

Thanks. 

Bubble soap traumatized 


Hey, everyone. 


Last semester we here at the Daily 49er ran an advice 
column for a few weeks called Dear Sweetpea. Well, 
Sweetpea is dead. I ate her, and now I’m here to give 
you some real f****n’ advice. A lot of it is going to 
consist of me telling people to act like a f*****g adult for 
once in their miserable lives. Just remember kids, being 
smart isn’t about what you know, it’s about making good 
decisions. Don’t be a sh*t head. Make good choices. 


Hello, Bubble soap, 

Your friend is probably dead. I 
would advise you to steer clear of 
bubble soap if you can. If you're 
a guy with a penis, bubble soap 
tends to burn the d*ck hole, if 
you know what I mean. Don't get 
me wrong, it’s a free country and 

if you want a burning urethra, go 
‘e) on ahead. Who am I to say what 
you do with it? Just know that 


your fears are well founded. 
GG Hey Sweetbeard, 


Pve been having a lot of issues with my dad. I’m not sure that he 
loves me. What do I do? Also I’m not sure if he’s my real dad. 
Yours in professionalism 


' 1 -erHello, Professionalism, =. 

Don't worry about your Dad. F**k him if he doesn't love you. You don’t need to 
aspire to someone else's standards in order to self-actualize (whatever that f****g 
means). Relationships are difficult. They're even harder with family. He's the Dad, 
and the onus is on him to make things work. That’s how things should be. There 
is no real way for someone to prove that they love you, and if he triesdoes and his 
actions aren't meaningful enough for you, then tell him. The only thing I could 
ever recommend here is honest and open dialogue. F*ck that guy. 99 


GG Dear Sweetbeard, 

I want to read more. 

I try to read articles and books when I have time, but when I read I find myself getting distracted and thinking about other things. I find my eyes at 
the bottom of the pages without having read any of the words. Help? 

Sincerely, 

Read Machine 


Hello, Read Machine, 

As an at- times voracious reader, I can identify with your struggles. It sounds like you're dealing with “reader’s block; (if that’s a thing) and trust me, it’s a problem. I have a 
really funny issue where I've got probably two or three dozen books at home waiting to be read. The problem is that I’m halfway through about 10 of them. I’ve got 10 books 
that are just sitting there with my stupid makeshift bookmarks peeking out and relentlessly mocking me. I often find myself re-reading entire pages at a time with little passion 
for the material that’s in front of me even though others have told me how great it is. 

You could go the other way and eschew literature altogether. You could move to more thoughtful mediums like Facebook livestreams and blog posts, since those feel like 
bigger creative forces in the world now. F*ck everyone, there is no god. The universe as we know it is a simulation. Go Arby’. gs 
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McCaughan fears no bat, man 


Since getting his first 
start, sophomore 
Darren McCaughan - 
has made a name for 
himself on the team 
and in the Big West 
conference. 


By MATTHEW SIMON 
Staff Writer 


In January, if you asked the Long 
Beach State baseball coaches if they 
expected sophomore Darren Mc- 
Caughan to be in the starting rota- 
tion they would have said no. 

McCaughan had the height to be 
a starting pitcher, but straight out of 
high school he didn’t have the endur- 
ance to start and needed to polish his 
mechanics. 

So, when he arrived to fall ball 20 
pounds heavier and with a few new 
pitches, he started to turn heads 
when he stepped onto the mound. 

Garrett Hampson told the Daily 
49er a week before the season start- 
ed that McCaughan was’a guy fans 
needed to keep an eye out for after 
seeing his progress during the offsea- 
son. So, it came as no surprise when 
the right-hander performed well af- 
ter he got thrown into the opening 
day game against Holy Cross Feb. 19. 

“Leading up to the opening week- 
end I didn’t know I was going to 


- start,” McCaughan said. “A week be- 
-fore the season they told me I was 


going to start, then [Chris] Mathew- 
son was hurt so I pitched that Friday 
and ended up settling into the Satur- 
day role.” 

Mathewson was the projected Fri- 
day starter and reigning Big West 
Freshman player of the year, but 
due to a leg injury, he wasn’t able to 
throw. 

In that game, McCaughan solidi- 
fied himself in the starting rotation 
while setting new career highs pitch- 
ing seven innings, allowing only 
three hits, one run while striking out 
six. LBSU went on to win 7-1. 

McCaughan: has been sensational 
as the team’s Saturday starter, boast- 
ing a 7-1 record in 11 starts while 
posting a 2.31 ERA. His seven wins 
are second in the Big West Con- 
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ference behind UC Santa Barbara’s 
Shane Bieber. 

As a local from Downey, Mc- 
Caughan 
went to Los 
Alamitos GG 
High School 
and grew 
up watch- 
ing Dirtbags 
baseball. He 
didnt _hesi- 
tate in accept- 
ing the offer 
when Long 
Beach _ State 
gave him the 
chance to play 
for the Dirt- 


“I always have In-N- 
Out the night before, and 
I always wear a Batman 
shirt in [batting practice] 
before the game. And I do 
the same thing through- 
out the day, every time.” 


place, it’s a great place. [After seeing] 
the guys who've come through here, 
it’s always been a place I wanted to 
come.” 

That desire 
to be a Dirt- 
bag has shown 
through with 
his work ethic 
and his will- 
ingness to get 
better, while 
having © just 
the right mix- 
ture of leader- 
ship and con- 
fidence to be 


99 great. 
are 


Ss 


bags. -Darren McCaughan earned _ev- 

“I started erything he’s 
going to Dirt- got,” LBSU 
bags games at pitching 


Blair Field in middle school? Mc- 
Caughan said. “The attraction of this 


coach Mike Steele said. “He’s got the 
perfect blend of self-confidence and 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN FAJARDO | LBSU ATHLETICS 


Sophomore right-hander Darren McCaughan has a 2.31 ERA, 64 strikeouts and a 7-1 record through 11 starts and 74 innings pitched.___ 


he’s got ego, but his personal ego is 
never greater than the team. He’s a 
selfless teammate and sets an exam- 
ple by what he says. He knows how to 
hold guys accountable” 

While his work ethic has gotten 
him where he is, McCaughan never 
forgets to have fun along the way. 
That includes a friendly competi- 
tion between Mathewson and senior 
starter Tanner Brown over who will 
cut their hair first between starters. 

“We all just started growing our 
hair,” McCaughan said. “We all hav- 
en't gotten a haircut since last year, 
so we always challenge each other 
saying “No, you’re going to cut your 
hair first’ I think it’s just a fun thing 
and more people [on the team] are 
starting to do it.” 

On days he starts, McCaughan 
goes through the same routine from 
the time he wakes up to the time he 
steps onto the mound for the first 


pitch. 
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“T always have In-N-Out the night 
before,” McCaughan said with a 
smile. “And I always wear a Batman 
shirt in [batting practice] before 
the game. And I do the same thing 
throughout the day, every time.” 

McCaughan’s performance this 
year has been getting the national 
spotlight for awards. He was named 
to the midseason watch list for the 
USA Baseball 39th annual Gold- 
en Spikes Award. He is also on the 
watch list for the 2016 National 
Pitcher of the Year award present- 
ed by the National College Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 

“I think that stuff is cool,” Mc- 


.Caughan said. “I don’t really look at 


it. hear about it from friends and 
family. Some people may get compla- 
cent from that, but I use it as motiva- 
tion to get better” 

The Dirtbags are 8-3 in games that 
McCaughan starts and he has lead 
the team to a 26-16 record. 
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MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Championship run, take 2 


The 49ers travel to 
Pennsylvania to begin 
their run for a National 
Championship. 


By KayceE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State men’s vol- 
leyball team is set to take on Erskine 
College in a play-in match to kick off 
the NCAA Tournament today at 3 p.m. 

No. 4 LBSU (24-7, 17-5) earned the 
at-large bid to to be part of the final six 
teams in the tournament. The 49ers 
gathered together Sunday morning to 
watch the selection and LBSU head 
coach Alan Knipe said that there was 
a moment of panic before the names 
were announced. He said the team had 
a bad Wi-Fi connection and that the 
show had a long delay before the 49ers’ 
name flashed on the screen. 

“We're really appreciative of the 
committee that they feel like weve 
the team that is best deserving of that 
[bid]? Knipe said. “We want to make 
sure that we get the most of it.” 

LBSU freshman hitter Kyle Ens- 
ing said there was great excitement 
among the team when they saw that 
they would get a second chance for a 
national title. 

“It was definitely a freaking awe- 
some thing to hear,’ Ensing said. “We 
definitely wanted it; we wanted to be in 
this tournament, and to hear that was a 
dream come true.” 

Division II Erskine College took 
home the Conference Carolinas cham- 
pionship title after defeating Barton 
College 3-0 and secured their place in 
the NCAA playoffs. 


The Flying Fleet are led by senior 
outside hitter Mike Michelau, who has 
390 kills on the season for an average 
of 4.53 kills per set. Junior outside hit- 
ter Roberto Perez Vargas follows close 
behind with 311 total sets fora .313 
hitting percentage. 

Erskine senior setter David Gran- 
dy sits at third in the nation, one spot 
above the 49ers’ freshman setter Josh 
Tuaniga, with an average of 11.13 as- 
sists per set. 

LBSU junior libero Andrew Sato 
said that for his team to advance in 
the tournament they need to play hard 
throughout the entire process and not 
focus on the other team as much. Sato 
noted that his team hasn't been too fo- 
cused on Erskine during practice, but 
that they know the match is going to 
be a challenge. 

“We need to respect them like any 
other team, especially since we haven't 
seen them play before,’ Sato said. 

The 49ers had a stand out year with 
many young players leading the way 
for the team. Ensing, along with fellow 
classmate T.J. DeFalco, are team lead- 
ers in kills with 333 and 473 total kills, 
respectively. DeFalco sits at second in 
the MPSF conference averaging 4.26 
kills per set. 

DeFalco, Sato, Tuaniga and senior 
middle blocker Taylor Gregory earned 
American Volleyball Coaches Associ- 
ation All-American honors Monday 
morning. DeFalco, who made the 
All-American First Team, is the first 
player since 2003 to be named AVCA 
Newcomer of the Year. The last 49er to 
take home the title is current assistant 
head coach Tyler Hildebrand. 

Gregory and Tuaniga earned second 
team honors while Sato was selected 
for an honorable mention. The four 
players taking home all-AVCA honors 


ties the most in 49er program history, 
which was in 1992, when Knipe was 
selected for the first team honor. 

If the 49ers are able to advance in 
their bracket, they have a chance to re- 
deem themselves against UCLA; LBSU 
lost to the Bruins in the MPSF semi- 
finals. What Knipe took away from 
that loss was that his team needs to 
capitalize on opportunities during the 
match, especially late in the sets and to 
execute their game better. 

“This team has done a really good 
job this year of being able to get into 
the gym, [identify] a few things to get 
better at and have that transfer into 
their game,’ Knipe said. 

The 49ers kick off the NCAA Tour- 
nament against Erskine at Penn State 
with first serve starting at 3 p.m. PST. 


NCAA Men’s Volleyball Tournament 


Tuesday, May 3rd 
3pm. PST 


Winner of LBSU/ 
Erskine 
Thursday, May 5th 
3 p.m. PST 


Winner of OSU/ 
George Mason 
Thursday, May 5th 
5 p.m. PST 


Championship Game 
Saturday, May 7th 


5 p.m. PST 
ESPN2 
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BEN HAMMERTON | DatLy 49ER 
The LBSU men’s volleyball team heads to the NCAA Tournament in search of its first national title since 1991. 


AVCA DIVISION I-Il ALL-AMERICANS 


FIRST TEAM 

PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR 
TJ. DeFalco Long Beach State freshman 
Evan Enriques Stanford $0. 
Miles Johnson ~ Ohio State University junior 
Conrad Kaminski Stanford senior 
Micah Ma’a UCLA freshman 
Ben Patch Brigham Young University 50. 
Brenden Sander Brigham Young University $0. 
James Shaw Stanford senior 
Nicolas Szerszen Ohio State University 50. 
Bobby Walsh Lewis University senior 
SECOND TEAM 

PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR 
Jake Arnitz UCLA $0. 
Christy Blough Ohio State University junior 
Taylor Gregory Long Beach State senior 
Jeff Jendryk Loyola University Chicago $0. 
Kolby Kanetake Hawai'i senior 
Jake Langlois Brigham Young University junior 
Mitch Stahl UCLA junior 
Matt Tarantino Pepperdine senior 
Josh Tuaniga Long Beach State freshman 
Sinisa Zarkovic Hawai'i senior 
HONORABLE MENTIONS 

PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR 
Luis Bertran IPFW senior 
Tommy Carmody Pepperdine senior 
Branden Clemens Harvard senior 
Enrique de Diego Garcia California Baptist University $0. 
Gabriel Domecus Ohio State University junior 
Leo Durkin Brigham Young University $0. 
Johnny Gomez George Mason University junior 
Jabarry Goodridge New Jersey Institute of Technology junior 
Madison Hayden Stanford senior 
Peter Hutz Loyola University Chicago senior 
Gerrard Lipscombe Grand Canyon University ~ senior 
Mike Marshman Saint Francis University senior 
Michael Michelau Erskine College senior 
Chris Nugent Penn State junior 
Nick Olson Loyola University Chicago senior 
Mitch Perinar Lewis University freshman 
Andrew Sato Long Beach State junior 
Jacob Schmiegelt Lewis University junior 
Jonah Seif UC Santa Barbara senior 
Andrew Sellan IPFW senior 


